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to follow a middle course, the decision of Godolphin rendered it necessary for him to gain some of that influence with the Queen which Godolphin would surely lose. To hope for the support of any Tories at all he must henceforth act to some extent in opposition to the Lord Treasurer, whose determination clearly gave Harley the opportunity of becoming for the time being the parliamentary head of the Tory party. In a sense, therefore, he was unwillingly forced to oppose his chief, and he was certain to incur the enmity of the Whigs if he would not in fact become, as did Godolphin, an ally of their party. He would have preferred to have remained in the Cabinet as a moderate Tory, but the course of strategy determined on by Godolphin forced him to defend his position, and ultimately led to his dismissal from office. If he had followed the practice of more recent times, Harley would in 1706 have handed his resignation to the Prime Minister, but the modern parliamentary and party system was then in its infancy, and Harley acted in consonance with the ideas of the age.
But while Godolphin's decision forced Harley to adopt an attitude in the Cabinet adverse to his chief, it is not clear that he took any steps actively hostile to him. The Drawback Bill of 1707 has been regarded as an instance of Harley's disloyalty to the Lord Treasurer; it may have been an error